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Electricity to The Electric Program of USDA’s  Organizations, and the public are _ .

Rurel Y Rural Utilities Service (RUS) pro-  invited to participate in the plan- = What is an Environmental Impact
u

Communities

vides leadership and capital to
upgrade, expand, maintain, and

ning and analysis of the pro-
posed project—that is, to define

Statement (EIS)? Under Federal
Law—specifically the National
Environmental Policy Act

Scoping replace America’s vast rural elec- the scope of the project EIS _
& Public tric infrastructure. Under author-  analysis. (NEPA)—all Federal agencies
Involvement ity of the Rural Electrification Act Scoping was previously con- must .conduct an analysie of pos-
of 1936, the Program makes _ _ sible impacts whenever they pro-
Environmental loans and loan guarantees for ducted on this proposed action ' pose, or would fund, a project
Review: The construction of electric distriby-  rom December 2005 to January | that could have impacts on the
EIS tion, transmission, and genera- 2006. A public scoping open environment. Agencies must
Macro- tion facilities, including system house meeting was held on De- ' prepare an EIS for projects that
Corridor GIS improvements and replacements cember 14, 2005, and the public would have significant impacts,
Modeling to furnish and improve electric was notified of this event by let explaining what the impacts are
Analysis: service in rural areas. terand by radio and newspaper  likely to be and how they would
o announcements. Nearly 200 be reduced, if possible, through
Ident:fymg The project under consideration ~ People, mostly local residents, design features or other meas-
Lowest-Risk by RUS here is to loan funds to attended the open house. ures. Even if significant impacts
Routes Central Electric Power Coopera- . are likely to occur, this does not
Alternative tive Inc. (CEPCI) to construct a RUS has decided to re-s<_:ope the necessarily mean a project could
Transmission 115-kV transmission line from prOJec_t -because-at the time of not go forward; rather, it requires
Line Route one of several possible power Egigrgr;l Zﬁoprlc?r%r}:(ter?’l:rgsd 10 the agency to try to find ways to
Corridors source points in the McClellan- sessrtrj1ent (EA)VrIather than an- make the impacts less harmful.
ville area to Berkeley Electric .
. Cooperative’s proposed new EIS. In agldltlon, there have .been
Alternative . . changes in potential transmis-
Macro- McClellanville substation to pro- sion line routes/corridors as well
Corridor Pro- vide long-term reliable electric as changes in the two accompa-
ject Areas service to the community and vi . i P
i ying planning documents - the
Notice of Pub- surrounding areas. Alternative Evaluation Stqdy
lic Scoping The McClellanville community is  (AES) and the Macro-Corridor
and Request located in an area that has Study (MCS), incorporating new
for Comment no existing transmission infra- and updated data and condi-
McClellanville structure and is currently served  tions.
115 kV Trans- from an extremely long distribu- . .
mission Line tion line. Over the years, this has The_ Draft EIS will be available for
Project resulted in a larger number review and comment for 45

of outages, with longer dura-
tions, than considered accept-
able. Voltage drops and sags
have also been common, making
this an area with very poor power

quality.

days. A Final EIS that considers
all comments received will then
be prepared. The Final EIS will
be available for review for 30
days. Following the 30-day re-
view period, RUS will prepare a
Record of Decision (ROD).
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MACRO-CORRIDOR GIS

MODELING ANALYSIS:
IDENTIFYING

LOWEST-RISK ROUTES

The alternative transmission line corri-
dors described here were developed
through an RUS-required Macro-
Corridor Study. When a proponent
requests RUS funding for a project
that involves a linear feature
(transmission line or pipeline), a
Macro-Corridor Study is performed to
identify alternative routes based on
their environmental, engineering,
economic, land use, and permitting
constraints. The set of alternative
routes may be evaluated further in an
EIS where the EIS will find one or
more corridors most suitable for the
placement of a transmission line.

To develop the alternative corridors, a
wide variety of mapped information
on the environmental and cultural
resources, land use, and other physi-
cal features of the McClellanville
study area were gathered and ana-
lyzed using a computer system known
as a Geographic Information System
(GIS). The GIS was used to place
numeric ratings on each type of re-
source to characterize the level of
higher risk—areas that the transmis-
sion line should try to avoid—and ar-
eas of lower risk, like existing power
line rights-of-way that would be more
suitable for a transmission line. Over-
laying all these ratings, the GIS cre-
ated a composite “risk surface” map
with areas of low-risk and high-risk.
From existing power sources, the GIS
then mathematically found a path to
McClellanville that went through low
risk areas and avoided high risk ar-
eas. Also using the risk surface map,
corridors varying in width from a few
hundred feet up to a mile were cre-
ated along the lowest risk paths. The
corridors will be the focus of the
analysis of transmission line impacts,
and when the NEPA review is com-
pleted, if it is decided to construct a
line in a particular corridor, it will ulti-
mately allow CEPCI flexibility in plac-
ing the on-ground alignment to avoid
sensitive resources.

ALTERNATIVE TRANSMISSION LINE ROUTE CORRIDORS

US may finance the construction of a new transmission line to McClellanville from

one of two existing power sources— Charity or Jamestown— or from one of three
other potential source points that are not yet built—a Belle Isle switching or a step-down
switching station built on the 230-kV line at Honey Hill or at Britton Neck. The map

shows the alternative corridors.

Belle Isle and Britton Neck Corridors

The Belle Isle 1 corridor runs from the Belle Isle power
source along Highway 17 for approximately 4 miles to the
North Santee River. Using an overhead transmission line,
it crosses the Santee Rivers 1 to 2 miles northwest of the
U.S. Hwy 17 bridge and continues to the proposed
McClellanville substation along a path roughly parallel to
Hwy 17. Belle Isle 2 begins at the Belle Isle source, but
rather than using an overhead lineg, it crosses the 2-mile
wide Santee River Delta using directional boring to place
the line under the surface substrate of the Delta. The cor-
ridor would then travel roughly parallel to and northwest of
Highway 17 to the proposed McClellanville substation. To
evaluate the idea of using the Hwy 17 right-of-way as a
corridor, Belle Isle 3 was created by modeling the lowest
risk path within a strip one mile wide on either side of Hwy
17. The resulting path does not stray outside of the one
mile buffer of Highway 17. The resulting corridor essen-
tially follows Hwy 17 from the Belle Isle delivery point to

the proposed McClellanville substation.

The Britton Neck corridor originates at optional power
step-down station sites, located two miles apart, along the
230-kV transmission line that runs south from the Winyah
Generation Plant through the Francis Marion National For-
est (FMNF). If selected, a final location for the step-down
station would be chosen based on environmental field
surveys and engineering analyses. Because the align-
ments of the Britton Neck 1 and 2 merge into a single
path just west of State 224 and north of the North Santee
River, the paths were combined into a single route. The
corridor then runs south across the Santee Rivers, east of
Hampton Plantation and across predominately private
forest land to the proposed McClellanville substation.

Charity Corridors

Jamestown and Honey
Hill Corridors

The Jamestown corridor
begins at the Jamestown
power source and travels
southeast through primarily
National Forest land,
roughly paralleling State
Highway 45. It crosses the
230-kV transmission line
near Honey Hill. The corridor
then follows State Hwy 45
to cross a wilderness link-
age management area
(MA29), passes south of
Wambaw Creek Wilderness
before continuing to the
proposed McClellanville
substation.

The Honey Hill corridor be-
gins at a step-down point
along the existing Charity to
Winyah 230-kV right-of-way
about 1 mile southwest of
its crossing of State Hwy 45.
The corridor runs southeast,
aligns with State Hwy 45 to
cross MA29, passes south
of the Wambaw Creek Wil-
derness before continuing
on to the proposed
McClellanville substation.

Of the four Charity corridors, two cross the National Forest; two were directed south to
avoid the NF. The Charity 1 corridor starts at the Charity power source, parallels the
Charity to Winyah 230-kV transmission line for 4 miles and then shifts southeast
through an area of the FMNF with numerous red-cockaded woodpecker colonies until it
reaches Hwy 17. It then travels east, roughly paralleling Hwy 17 to the proposed
McClellanville substation. Charity 2 is the same as described for Charity 1 west of Hwy
17; east of 17, it travels a similar path, except it is directed to run closer to the highway
than Charity 1. The Charity 3 corridor runs south from the Charity power source then
east, generally around the National Forest. This directed route was created as an alter-
native alignment that avoids an area on the National Forest with a high density of red-
cockaded woodpecker colonies. The Charity 4 corridor is a combination of the directed
alignment west of Hwy 17 and the directed alignment east of the Highway 17 of Charity

2.
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Ms. Lauren McGee, Environmental Scientist

USDA Rural Utilities Service Postage
Engineering and Environmental Staff

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 1571

Washington, DC 20250

Address

Notice of Public Scoping and Request for Comment
McClellanville 115-kV Transmission Line Project

Proposed Project: The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) intends to hold public scoping meetings and prepare an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) to meet its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in con-
nection with potential impacts related to a project proposed by Central Electric Power Cooperative, Inc., (CEPCI), of Co-
lumbia, South Carolina. The proposal is to construct a 115-kV transmission line to Berkeley Electric Cooperative’s
McClellanville Substation to provide long-term reliable electric service to the community and surrounding areas. The
project would greatly reduce the number and length of extended outages in the area, as well as the number of momen-
tary interruptions (or blinks). CEPCI is requesting that RUS provide financial assistance for the proposed project.

Scoping Meeting: RUS will conduct a Public Scoping Meeting in an open house format with a brief presentations at two
times. The meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 29, from 5 to 9 p.m. at St. James-Santee Elementary School,
8900 U.S. 17, North Charleston, SC, 29405. A presentation about the proposed project and the EIS process will be
made twice, at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Comments from the public will be taken at the meeting.

Commenting on the Project: Comments regarding the proposed project may be submitted (orally or in writing) at the
public scoping meeting or in writing and received by RUS within 30 days after the scoping meeting. Send written com-
ments to: Ms. Lauren McGee, Environmental Scientist, USDA Rural Utilities Service, Engineering and Environmental
Staff, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 1571, Washington, DC. 20250. Comments may be submitted by e-mail
to Ms. McGee at Lauren.McGee@wdc.usda.gov.

Background Information: This newsletter provides you with information on the proposal and EIS process. For further
information, please contact Bill Rogers, CEPCI, at (803) 779-4975. Copies of studies will be available for download on
the RUS website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.




Postcard update to newsletter

Dear property owner or interested party:

Recently you should have received a newsletter from the USDA Rural Utilities Service, notifying
you of an upcoming public meeting on September 29, 2010. The purpose of this scoping meeting
is to update the public of a new 115-kV transmission line being proposed by Central Electric
Power Cooperative, Inc. and to gather input on what should be addressed in a forthcoming
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will analyze the potential effects of the proposed line
to the human environment. The proposed line would provide more reliable service to customers of
Berkeley Electric Cooperative in the McClellanville area. Background information is available for
public review at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm

The public scoping meeting will be held from 5 to 9 p.m., with presentations at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.
at the St. James-Santee Elementary School on U.S. 17 in the McClellanville area.

Unfortunately, the newsletter contained the wrong address for the school. The correct address is:
8900 Hwy 17 North, McClellanville, SC, 29458.

Thank you.




	Page #

	May 2007

	#Page 

	May 2007



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



