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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND TRAINING FY 2020 Grant Recipients
State:		Alaska
Organization:	Alaska Forum on the Environment, Inc.
Contact	Office: (907) 331-0271 ext.4	
Information: 	Website: http://www.akforum.org
Assistance: 	The Alaska Forum will conduct an assessment in each participating community. The project will be used to provide five classroom trainings to approximately 60-75 water operators, utility managers, and/or council members (based on 12-15 participants per class) in low-income rural interior villages and other Alaskan communities by utilizing partnerships within the State of Alaska and two on-site village visits to facilitate the Workshop in a Box; Sustainable Management of Rural and Small Systems Workshops for utility managers and council members. These workshops are centered on a self-assessment technique and end with a community-driven plan to improve performance in one of ten key management areas. A focus on Best Practices Scores will also increase competitiveness for funding.

[bookmark: _Hlk48483271]State:		Alaska
Organization:	Alaskan Native Tribal Health Consortium, Inc
Contact	Office: (907) 729-1900	
Information: 	Website: http://anthc.org/
Assistance: 	The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, Inc. will provide on-site evaluations of existing 26 ARUC member community water/sewer systems and prioritizing the deficiencies discovered during such evaluations. Rural Development funds will be used to provide annual rate studies for each community and recommend a rate structure to ensure that water/sewer revenues meet expenses to maintain sustainability; on-site training and technical support to the water/sewer operators; schedule off-site training for the operators as needed, both to build skills and maintain necessary certification levels; and coordinate tasks associated with improved energy and operational efficiencies.

State:		Alaska  
Organization:	Norton Sound Health Corporation 
Contact	Office: (907) 443-3311
Information: 	Website: https://www.nortonsoundhealth.org/
Assistance: 	The Norton Sound Health Corporation will provide Technical Assistance and Training to utility owners and operators in 15 outlying communities in the Bering Strait region. This project will coordinate, schedule, fund and implement 8 utility operator trainings in water and wastewater systems; small water systems – treated training to 16 water plant operators; water treatment levels 1 and/or 2 training to 16 water plant operators; water distribution levels 1 and/or 2 training to 16 water plant operators; wastewater collection level1 and/or 2 training to 16 water plant operators; wastewater treatment levels 1 and/or 2 training to 16 water plant operators; pump and pumping systems training to 16 water plant operators; electrical control training to 16 water plant operators; and lift station operations training to 16 water plant operators.
[bookmark: _Hlk48484665]


State:		Alaska
Organization:	Tanana Chiefs Conference
Contact	Office: (907) 452-8251 ext. 3110
Information: 	Website: http://www.tananachiefs.org
Assistance: 	The Tanana Chiefs Conference – Office of Environmental Health will provide Technical Assistance and Trainings to water operators, utility managers, and/or council members in Fairbanks or in a surrounding road service community and two onsite village visits to facilitate the Workshop in a Box: Sustainable Management of Rural and Small Systems. The project will provide five classroom trainings to approximately 60-75 water operators, utility managers, and/or council members (based on 12-15 participants per class) in low-income rural interior villages and other Alaskan communities by utilizing partnerships within the State of Alaska and two on-site village visits to facilitate the Workshop in a Box; Sustainable Management of Rural and Small Systems Workshops for utility managers and council members. These workshops are centered on a self-assessment technique and end with a community-driven plan to improve performance in one of ten key management areas. A focus on Best Practices Scores will also increase competitiveness for funding.

State:		Alaska
Organization:	Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation
Contact	Office: (907) 258-3337	
Information: 	Website: http://yritwc.org/
Assistance: 	The Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation (YKHC) will assist six community utilities with completion of a comprehensive self-assessment to identify strengths and challenges and collaborate with local staff and RUBA staff to develop a customized action plan for each participating utility. Seek out opportunities to link contractors that provide specialty services, as needed. Improve best practices scores.  

[bookmark: _Hlk48485567]State:		Alaska
Organization:	Yukon River Inter-Tribal Watershed Council
Contact	Office: (907) 258-3337	
Information: 	Website: http://yritwc.org/
Assistance: 	The Yukon River Intertribal Watershed Council will provide training, technical assistance and public education. Specifically, they will provide: Rural Development funds will be used to provide two HAZWOPER workshops; two Biohazard management workshops; five community workshops focused on maintenance and management and five RUBA scholarships for training.

[bookmark: _Hlk48485594]State:		Alaska
Organization:	Zender Environmental Health and Research Group
Contact	Office: (907) 277-2111	
Information: 	Website: http://www.zendergroup.org/
Assistance: 	The project will provide on-site follow-up assistance to achieve Qualified Sampler certification, sampling for exceedances or other thresholds suggestions for further delineation or possible public health precautions; remote assistance to improve financial sustainability of the utility or decrease clear public health risks associated with utility operation and management; address deficient honey bucket collection services and reduce health risks or toxics; and implementation of standardized protocols and shipping out hazardous wastes. Trainings include: 1. State of AK Workshop in a box Rural Waste Utility Training; 2. State of AK Operator Safety, Backhaul Training; and 3. Two Qualified Sampler Trainings.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484541]State:		Arizona 
Organization:	Painted Desert Demonstration Projects, Inc. 
Contact	Office: (602)  
Information: 	Website: 
Assistance: 	The Painted Desert Demonstration Projects, Inc. will continue the STAR School Water Technical Assistance and Training Program in the Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribes.  The STAR School will: host one in-community workshop; identify and evaluate solutions to water and wastewater problems; assist Native American individuals and groups with preparation of water and/or wastewater loan and/or grant applications; provide direct technical assistance and/or training to improve management, operation & maintenance of water and wastewater facilities; and provide outreach and public education relative to water safety and security.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484142][bookmark: _Hlk48331995]State:		Arizona 
Organization:	Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.  
Contact	Office: (602) 258-4822 
Information: 	Website: http://itcaonline.com/
[bookmark: _Hlk45618781]Assistance: 	The Inter-Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc. will implement four project activities: 1) conduct regional trainings for tribal utility personnel on the Safe Drinking Water and Clean Water Acts; 2) build tribal operations and maintenance capacity through technical assistance, regional tribal operator training and certification events, remote tutoring and on-site retesting for operator certification, and specialized training on backflow prevention and wastewater lagoons; 3) build tribal managerial and financial capacity by conducting widespread Tribal Utility Tune-up Workshops, and provide training and technical assistance on tribal utility management; and 4) strengthen the tribal utility workforce pipeline by engaging public stakeholders through meeting presentations and public service announcements, and conducting a tribal utility summit meeting with a focus on water workforce issues.

[bookmark: _Hlk48483451]State:		California 
Organization:	OCT Water Quality Academy  
Contact	Office: (800) 886-9717 
Information: 	Website: http://www.octwqa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk33599169]Assistance: 	The OCT Water Quality Academy will develop the Western Technical Assistance and
[bookmark: _Hlk46465821][bookmark: _Hlk46408829]Training Program (WTAT) to establish ongoing outreach to rural operations that rural water/wastewater system operators. They will provide technical assistance through training of water districts/plants and assist rural water/wastewater utilities in their efforts to develop the existing operator workforce and/or plan for and develop new operators to enter the workforce.  This will include multiple 7-day water and disbursement treatment courses and 10-day wastewater courses for small and very small systems.



State:		California 
Organization:	OCT Water Quality Academy  
Contact	Office: (800) 886-9717 
Information: 	Website: http://www.octwqa.org
Assistance: 	The OCT Water Quality Academy will convert 10 classroom trainings to eLearning classes for water and wastewater operators that provide basic skills needed by operators of water/wastewater systems of all sizes nationwide.

[bookmark: _Hlk48483789]State:		Colorado 
Organization:	Engineers without Borders dba Community Corps    
Contact	Office: (303)772-2723 
Information: 	Website: http://www.ewb-usa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk41657503]Assistance: 	The Engineers Without Borders USA dba Community Engineering Corp will provide volunteer engineering and infrastructure services to small (pop. <2,500), rural, underserved (MHI < 80% of SNMHI) communities. Services will include identifying and evaluating solutions to water problems related to source, storage, treatment or distribution; assisting in preparation of loan and/or grant applications; and providing technical assistance and/or training to improve management, operation & maintenance of facilities.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484573]State:		District of Columbia 
Organization:	Rural Community Assistance Partnership, Inc. 
Contact	Office: (202) 408-1273
Information: 	Website: http://rcap.org
[bookmark: _Hlk33599128]Assistance: 	Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP) will initiate a Tribal Technitrain project, providing on-site technical assistance and training to at least 8 systems serving large numbers of tribal members. Additionally, RCAP will convene 20 trainings for tribal systems through at least 4 quarterly meetings of seven Native American Water Masters Associations (NAWMA).  

State:		District of Columbia 
Organization:	Rural Community Assistance Partnership, Inc. 
Contact	Office: (202) 408-1273
Information: 	Website: http://rcap.org
[bookmark: _Hlk33604664][bookmark: _Hlk41654159]Assistance: 	The Rural Community Assistance Partnership, Inc. (RCAP) will provide training and on-site technical assistance to 660 systems. Additionally, RCAP will provide GIS services to an additional 48 systems and assist with asset inventory and the completion of vulnerability assessments and emergency response plans. RCAP will present 102 training sessions, to at least 700 system personnel, focusing on topics including sustainable utility management, board leadership, rate setting, asset management, and emerging contaminants.



State:		Maine 
Organization:	Northern Maine Development Commission
Contact	Office: (207)  
Information: 	Website:  
Assistance: 	The Northern Maine Development Commission (NMDC) will develop and guide resilience planning by offering a program entitled “Washington-Aroostook Training for Emergency and Resilience (WATER).” NMDC will assist in asset inventory; develop an initial workshop to introduce utility staff and governing boards to appropriate resources; identify problems and offer solutions; collaborate with State agencies to hold two continuing education courses in Aroostook and Washington Counties; present grant funding opportunities; and assist in preparing and submitting loan/grant applications and resiliency plans. Activities will be provided to designated Opportunity Zones, with emphasis on water and surface water contaminants.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484699][bookmark: _Hlk48333962]State:		New York 
Organization:	Syracuse University – Environmental Finance Center
Contact	Office: (315) 443-1870
Information: 	Website:  http://www.syr.edu
Assistance: 	The Syracuse University Environmental Finance Center will host four to five workshops, present at 4-6 sessions of non-host conferences, and hold two workshops each in New York State and Puerto Rico. They will develop and distribute publications based on the information gathered. They will provide technical training and individualized assistance to rural municipalities in New York State and Puerto Rico for community planning, water resource management, and utility resilience.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484443]State:		Nevada  
Organization:	Native American Water Association
Contact	Office: (775) 782-6636
Information: 	Website:  http://www.nawainc.org/wordpress/
[bookmark: _Hlk33605854][bookmark: _Hlk41654748]Assistance: 	The Native American Water Association proposes a combination of activities including network group coalition building among Tribal entities nationwide, development and delivery of classroom style training opportunities including Workshop in a Box and Wastewater systems training, and direct on-site tribal follow-up activities that address specific tribal needs requested by participating tribes.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484337]State:		Oklahoma 
Organization:	National Rural Water Association
Contact	Office: (580) 252-0629
Information: 	Website:  http://nrwa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk41655073]Assistance: 	The National Rural Water Association, acting through the Water Industry Advancement and Sustainability Institute (WIASI), will identify and develop 18 case studies of water systems that have entered into an acquisition, merger, or partnership. The WIASI will develop a road map to guide various parties through the processes and pathway in consideration of long-term sustainability options. Information gathered will be shared nationwide, resulting in enhanced sustainability.



State:		Oklahoma 
Organization:	National Rural Water Association
Contact	Office: (580) 252-0629
Information: 	Website:  http://nrwa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk33605798][bookmark: _Hlk41654932]Assistance: 	The National Rural Water Association will develop energy efficiency optimization recommendations for 750 utility systems in 25 states. This will be accomplished through employing 25 certified Energy Efficiency Technicians, assessing 750 systems and recommending efficiency options to reduce energy consumption by at least 10%, providing technical assistance for efficient operational changes, and conducting two webinars documenting the assessment procedures and implementation, along with the resulting savings to the utility.

State:		Oklahoma 
Organization:	National Rural Water Association
Contact	Office: (580) 252-0629
Information: 	Website:  http://nrwa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk46480293][bookmark: _Hlk41660175]Assistance: 	The National Rural Water Association will continue to create a career pathway for water workers through the National Apprenticeship/Workforce Development Program, to enhance quality of life, create jobs, and promote economic development opportunities in rural America while improving water and wastewater infrastructure across the country.

State:		Oklahoma 
Organization:	National Rural Water Association
Contact	Office: (580) 252-0629
Information: 	Website:  http://nrwa.org
[bookmark: _Hlk41659946]Assistance: 	The National Rural Water Association will employ 65 experienced Wastewater Technicians to provide on-site technical assistance and training; provide training workshops and technical assistance to low-income rural system personnel, along with governing boards & councils; provide annual in-service training; coordinate technical assistance and training activity with State Rural Development offices; and provide emergency planning and on-site response to disasters.

[bookmark: _Hlk48484498]State:		Washington  
Organization:	Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention
Contact	Office: (206) 352-2050
Information: 	Website:  http://pprc.org
[bookmark: _Hlk33598497][bookmark: _Hlk45098475]Assistance: 	The Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Resource Center (PPRC) is proposing to provide technical assistance training in Fats, Oils, and Greases (FOG) abatement to small, rural communities throughout the United States; specifically, there will be 12 virtual trainings and 8 face to face trainings.  The training will primarily focus on two areas: 1) how to develop an effective FOG Abatement Program; and 2) how to improve an already-existing program by implementing best practices.

[bookmark: _Hlk48485218]

[bookmark: _GoBack]State:		West Virginia  
Organization:	West Virginia University Research Corp.
Contact	Office: (304) 293-3998
Information: 	Website:  http://research.wvu.edu
[bookmark: _Hlk45116501][bookmark: _Hlk41654624][bookmark: _Hlk45114130]Assistance: 	West Virginia University through the ACTAT Program will 1) conduct at least 17 WIB trainings targeting at least 160 small, underserved systems and/or communities; 2) conduct at least 20 additional trainings to individual utilities on topics such as action plan development, water audits and loss, etc.; and 3) individually assist at least 14 systems and/or communities become sustainable. ACTAT will provide at least six new workshop in a box multi-utility trainings targeting at least 18 small systems, at least six additional trainings to individual utilities, and work with at least six new systems and/or communities moving them towards sustainability. In addition, ACTAT this year will develop and deliver at least two new training modules either in a multi-utility or utility-specific (one-on-one) format. Topics of the training modules will be based on a needs assessment we are currently completing.  
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