
 

                           

                       

                         

  

                     

                           

                     

      

                               

                                     

                               

                               

                

                                 

 

 

       

                           

 

          

 
 

EAUTHENTICATION/LOGIN.GOV 

eAuthentication will be updated Monday, September 11, 2023, to introduce a new login user 
interface for USDA systems. eAuthentication has partnered with Login.gov to provide public 
customers a multi‐factor authentication login option for secure and convenient access to USDA 
sites. 

To conduct official business transactions online (remitting fees, forms, completing applications, 
etc.) users must create a Login.gov account or have an existing eAuthentication (eAuth) account. 
An eAuth/Login.gov account provides secure, convenient access to multiple USDA applications, 
websites, and programs. 

• eAuthentication (eAuth) ID – Existing users of the system currently have an eAuth ID. These
users can continue to use their current eAuth ID and are not required to create a Login.gov ID at
this time. However, existing users are encouraged to create a Login.gov ID and link their existing
eAuth ID to the Login.gov ID. An implementation date for the requirement of Login.gov IDs has
not been determined and will be communicated later.

• Login.gov ID ‐ New users will be required to create a Login.gov account to gain access to USDA
systems.

Creating a Login.Gov ID 

To create an Login.gov account visit eAuthentication and follow the steps and screenshots below: 

1. Click Create Account from https://www.eauth.usda.gov/eauth/b/usda/home
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https://Login.gov
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2. Select Customer and Continue

3. Click Continue to Login.gov

https://Login.gov


                        

                 

 

4. Select Create an Account, enter your email address, select email language preference,
acknowledge and accept login.gov Rules of Use, and select Submit.

https://login.gov


        

 
                    

 

your email account.5. Check 

6. Click the Confirm email address link on the Login.gov email

https://Login.gov


            

 
 

7. Create a password and select Continue



                        

   

 
 

                                  

                             

 

8. Select two authentication methods (most common chosen are text/voice and backup codes).
Select Continue

9. Example if Text is chosen. Enter Phone number SMS or Phone call and select Send code. Note:
you can choose another authentication method by selecting the link at the bottom of the
screen.



 

 
 

          

 
 

                                    

                           

10. Enter your one‐time code received.

11. Phone was added to your account. Example is for choice of backup codes. If you want to use
back up code, select Continue. Otherwise choose the link at the bottom for another



   

 
 

                              

 

 
 

                            

                                   

authentication method. 

12. Save backup codes by downloading, printing, or copying. Check you have saved codes and select
Continue.

13. Select Agree and Continue to share your information with USDA eAuth. Your login.gov account
has been created. You will be taken to USDA eAuth page where you will choose to link your

https://login.gov


                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 

 

     

                                 

                               

                             

newly created id with or without an existing eAuth id. 

14. For more assistance visit the contact us page at the bottom of the login.gov screen
https://www.login.gov/contact/

Link Login.gov id 

Existing users should choose “Use an existing eAuth account to link to my Login.gov account”. New users 
should choose “Continue without linking to an existing eAuth account”. You will receive this page from 
step 13 above or the first time you log in to Login.gov after initial setup. 

https://Login.gov
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Link to existing eAuth account 

1. Link to existing eAuth account



    

 
 

 

                      

 

2. Select Customer

3. Enter your existing eAuth User ID and Password. Select Log In.



                      

 
                             

                         

             

 

                      

 
 

             

                        

 

4. Select Yes to continue to Link your eAuth ID with Login.gov.

Note: After linking, your Login.gov account must be used for all future access to USDA 
websites and Application. Users should also keep a record of the eAuthentication credential 
the new Login.gov credential is linked with. 

5. User will receive an email notification eAuth account was successfully linked.

Link new login.gov id without eAuth account 

1. Select “Continue without linking to an existing eAuth account” and select Continue.

https://login.gov
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3. The account information screen will display

2. Enter users First name and Last name. Select Submit

with the user’s information and Login.gov as linked. 

Gaining Level 2 Verification 

You will need to go to https://higherblendsgrants‐apply.rd.usda.gov/, at which point you should be 
directed to login.gov to start the Level 2 verification process. 

https://login.gov
https://higherblendsgrants-apply.rd.usda.gov


 

                                   

                           

 

                          

 
 

        

 

You will have the option of verifying your identity online at Login.gov or visiting a USDA Service Center 
for in‐person verification. Below we will show the steps to complete your verification online. 

1. From the Verify Identity screen select Verify my identity at Login.gov – Recommended

2. Click Continue to Login.gov

https://Login.gov
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3. Click Continue



    

 

 
                                    

                          

4. Click Continue

5. If you have a cell phone you can take pictures with you can enter the Phone number and click,
Send Link or click the Upload photos to upload photos of your ID.



 
 

                               Please do not close the web browser, this will update after your images have been uploaded. 



                                      

 
 

                                        

 

6. If you have selected Send Link you will receive a SMS on your phone with a link to follow

7. Follow the steps to upload a copy of your ID, include both front and back of your ID and click
Submit



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                    

     

 

 
 

                

 
 

8. You will then receive a We verified your ID message on your cell phone after your ID photos
have been accepted.

9. Enter your Social Security Number and click Continue



            

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

   

10. Verify your information and click Continue

20. Verify your phone number in the system, select Text Message (SMS) or Phone Call and click
Send Code



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

22. Enter the One‐time code that you received as a text (SMS) and click Submit



             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23. Re‐enter your password and click Continue



                                     

  

 

 

 

 

24. Download or print your Personal Key, check I saved my personal key in a safe place and click
Continue



                 

 
 

25. Verify your information and click Agree and Continue 
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