
 
NOTICE OF CHANGES TO ELIGIBLE AREA MAPS FOR USDA RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT HOUSING PROGRAMS 
 
 

USDA Rural Development has completed its 2020 decennial United States census review for all 
areas under its jurisdiction to identify areas that no longer qualify as rural for USDA Rural 
Housing programs.  Based on the review of the areas within the state of Delaware/Maryland 
using 2020 US census data, and rural area guidance located in Handbook HB-1-3550, Chapter 5, 
the rural eligibility designation has changed for the following areas: 
 
Areas whose rural eligibility designations is changing from eligible to ineligible (these areas 
no longer qualify as rural for USDA Housing Programs): 
 
1)     The following counties in Maryland are going from eligible to ineligible due to the 
expansion of the current ineligible areas around the city limits to include all annexed areas since 
1990. 

a.     Allegany County, area of Cumberland 
b.     Baltimore County, area of Randallstown 
c.     Carroll County, Westminster 
d.     Frederick County, area of Fort Detrick/Kemp Lane, Gas House Pike, Urbana and  
        Linganore. 
e.     Harford County, area of Bel Air North 
f.     Wicomico County, area of Salisbury 

  
2)     The following Delaware area is going from eligible to ineligible due to the expansion of the 
ineligible areas around the city limits to include all annexed areas since 1990. 
 

a.      Kent/Sussex County – area of Smyrna 
  
Changes become effective October 1, 2023.  
 
The updated rural area map can now be viewed on our eligibility website.  Users will need to 
click on the program, for example: “Single Family Housing Direct”, and then click on “Proposed 
Eligibility Areas” from the menu options. 
 
For a full list of changes, additional details, or questions about specific changes, please contact 
the Delaware/Maryland Rural Development Housing Program Staff at (302) 857-3595. 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Ffiles%2F3550-1chapter05.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cletitia.nichols%40usda.gov%7C5c4835d333d645d2d44808dbaaf6bc40%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638291748926228636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pvUzl4Mw%2F9YsiL%2B35W1vi6yH86Lc%2FpivD51t8VE5LPU%3D&reserved=0
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do

